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Why Save the Bee? 
Each year, more than $15 billion worth of essential crops 
are pollinated by honey bees in the United States and they 
produce millions of dollars of honey. One out of every 
three bites of food Americans consume comes from a plant 
visited by bees or other pollinators. 

In recent years, honey bees have faced unprecedented deaths 
and disappearances. During the winter of 2015/2016, an 
estimated 28.1% of managed honey bee colonies were lost; 
this is an increase of 5.8 percentage points over the previous 
winter. Beekeepers also experienced colony loss in the summer. 
From April 2015 to April 2016, annual average losses in the U.S. were 44.1%, with an 
annual average range over the past five years of 38.4%. An annual loss of over 15% is 
unsustainable for commercial beekeepers and should only average near 10%.  
http://scientificbeekeeping.com/sick-bees-part-18f8-colony-collapse-revisited-beekeeping-economics/

GLORYBEE AND SAVE THE BEE
In 2012, GloryBee® launched its social responsibility program to directly support 
organizations dedicated to saving the honey bee and combating colony 
collapse issues. Co-Founder Richard Turanski started GloryBee in 1975 due 
to his love of bees and his role as an active beekeeper. With the concern of 
declining bee populations throughout the world, GloryBee advances the SAVE 
THE BEE mission through fundraising and education. 
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SAVE THE BEE GOALS are to increase awareness of the role 
and impact honey bees have on a healthy food supply as well 
as assist the OSU Honey Bee Lab to procure $500,000 annually.
These funds help to expand research to improve honey bee 
health and nutrition, resulting in increased survival rates.
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OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY  
HONEY BEE LAB RESEARCH
GloryBee supports the research of Dr. 
Ramesh Sagili and his team at Oregon State 
University’s Honey Bee Lab. Their research 
focuses on “honey bee health, nutrition, and 
pollination with a goal of servicing commercial 
beekeepers, backyard beekeepers, producers 
and all citizens that are interested in bees.” 
The Honey Bee Lab is currently working with 
15 commercial beekeepers and hundreds of 

hobbyists in Oregon. They also run a Master Beekeeping program designed 
to develop the next generation of beekeepers. The funds from SAVE THE 
BEE have resulted in changes in bee exposure to pesticides, studies resulting 
in discoveries about the importance of protein sources to bee nutrition and 
survival and how neonics affect bee behavior, particularly foraging. 

Making a Difference 

10 Million
BEES INTRODUCED TO THE COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT IN 2016 
Through our annual Bee Weekend event. 

100%
GOES DIRECTLY TOWARD THE FUND

$130K
DONATED TO HONEY BEE LAB 
Funds donated to-date, through Save the Bee.

GLORYBEE SUPPORTING SAVE THE BEE

3 Scholarships
AWARDED TO NEW MASTER BEEKEEPERS IN 2016   
Sponsored by GloryBee. 



THE OSU  
HONEY BEE LAB

LEGISLATURE
In November 2013,  
then Vice President Alan 
Turanski was invited to 
testify at the Oregon 
State Capitol to the 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Committee 
on the importance of 
bees to the Oregon 
economy. 

GloryBee continues to 
support efforts to ban 
the use of neonics and 
pesticides in farming 
and landscaping today, 
as well as advocating for 
the labeling of products 
containing genetically 
modified organisms.

• The Joint Interim 
Task Force on 
Pollinator Health (HB 
4139) was formed

• House Bill 2589  
was created

• Senate Bill 882  
was created

RAISING AWARENESS
GloryBee strives to 
promote and facilitate 
beekeeping education. 
In late winter and early 
spring of 2016, GloryBee 
hosted several “Ask 
a Beekeeper” class 
sessions at their Eugene 
facility, where attendees 
had an opportunity to 
learn about a host of 
beekeeping topics from 
founder and beekeeper 
Dick Turanski, as well 
as other GloryBee 
beekeepers. In addition, 
sales representative 
and beekeeper, Mike 
France, traveled to the 
Oregon coast to give an 
“Ask a Beekeeper” class 
with over 50 people in 
attendance and a lot of 
enthusiasm. 

MASTER BEEKEEPER 
PROGRAM 
GloryBee not only 
funds three to four 
scholarships each 
year for future master 
beekeepers, but also 
provides meeting space 
to host the program.

Studies the role of 
nutrition in bee health 
and efficacy of various 
mite treatments, while 
processing nearly 600 
bee samples annually 
for mite counts, protein 
analysis and other health 
measures.

Studies the effects 
on bees by different 
pesticides and helps 
growers design a bee-
friendly insecticide 
management protocol.

Manages a publication 
for growers and 
beekeepers called 
How To Reduce 
Bee Poisoning with 
information on bee 
toxicity. It is the only 
up-to-date extensive 
publication of its kind 
available in the U.S. 

Works directly with 
farmers and beekeepers 
to increase habitat for 
bees, so that bees have 
greater access to diverse 
and abundant food. 
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For a list of all Save the Bee partners, visit: SaveTheBee.org



“As a child, I began helping my father keep bees. I learned first-
hand about how fascinating and beautiful these small creatures 
are. As I grew older, I also learned how vital they are to our food 

supply and the overall health of the planet. I hope you will consider 
partnering with us to save the honey bee!”

“Growing up in a beekeeping family, I became a honey enthusiast 
at an early age. My appreciation has only increased over time, and 
has led to a passion for helping protect the future of honey bees. 
I am excited about what we can do together to raise awareness 
about the plight of the honey bee!”

RaeJean Wilson 
Senior Executive Vice President

Alan Turanski 
President & Beekeeper
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